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<WELCOME LINK> 
  After the calendar reform that added January and February to the beginning of the year, September 
became the ninth month, but retained its name. It had 29 days until the Julian reform, which added a 
day. So thanks to the reform you get an additional day. Make the most of it. 
   Thanks to all those who contributed to this month's LINK. All of those efforts are appreciated. 
 
<THIS MONTH'S CALENDAR LINK> 
Each Sunday, LMC Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 
Each Sunday, LMC Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
Each Sunday, Brazo en Brazo Church Service, 4 p.m. 
Sept. 1 - Game Night, LMC, 5 p.m. 
Sept. 2 - The Wheelhouse, 619 E. Elm St., 1:30 p.m. blessing of facility Sept. 21-23 - Jonathan and Sara's 
Wedding Sept. 23 - Peace Sunday  
 
<BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES LINK> 
Sept. 4 Dawn Wapperom 
Sept. 8 Rus Stauffer 
Sept. 11 Mary Good 
Sept. 11 Carey Blevins 
Sept. 16 Jerry Huffman 
Sept. 18 Blake Zickafoose 
Sept. 18 Eleanora Good 
Sept. 21 Miriam Jantzi 
Sept. 29 George Hostetler  
 
<PROFILE LINK> 
A Bible Profile: Abraham 
   His name, Abraham, means "father of multitudes," which proved to be true as he became the 
patriarch of ancient Israel. 
   Abraham was a shepherd and herdsman and during his life, he lived in Ur of the Chaldeans, Haran in 
the land of Canaan, Egypt and Beersheba in the land of the Philistines. 
   He had a wife named Sarah and a son named Isaac. He also had a son named Ishmael, who was born 
through Sarai's maid Hagar. 
   Abraham is best known as the one to whom and through whom God promised blessing to all nations. 
 
<PROVERBS LINK> 
Hate stirs up trouble, but love forgives all offenses. (Proverbs 10:12) 
 
<ATTENDANCE LINK> 
From a scrap of paper from Deb: 
Aug. 5   - 45 
Aug. 12 - 44 (Grace's baptism) 
Aug. 19 - 38 



Aug. 26 - 35 
 
<FINANCE LINK> 
Found under George's chair: As of July 31, budget income was 
$55,387.50 and actual income was $49,114.04 for a shortfall of $6273.46. 
 
<MENNONITE HERITAGE LINK> 
Mennonites have been around for almost 500 years. They began as a movement that insisted no one is 
born into the church. Instead, Mennonites believe the church is a community of believers who choose to 
turn over their lives to Jesus Christ and be baptized to symbolize that commitment. Together, we strive 
to live out a new way of life in which Jesus is Lord above all nationalism, materialism or any selfish 
pursuit. 
 
<TRIVIA LINK> 
The 12 disciples were not allowed to carry food, money, or extra clothing. 
Share your thought-provoking trivia with others and mailto:OatmanLinks@bright.net with subject: 
"Trivia."  
 
<CAMP FREDENSWALD LINK> 
Sept. 14-16 - Women's Retreat: Hearing Your Voice, Finding Others Oct. 12-14 - Men and Boy's Retreat: 
Healthy Masculinity Oct. 12-14 - Art Retreat: Skill-Print making Nov. 2-4 - Craft Retreat 
 
<YOUTUBE LINK> 
See Moses Part the Sea - The Ten Commandments Movie CLIP (1956) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqCTq3EeDcY 
 
<SERVICE AVAILABLE ON INTERNET> 
If you are unable to attend church a recording is posted after each Sunday's service at [ 
http://www.limamennonite.org/sermons/ ]. 
 
<GAME NIGHT LINK> 
   This Saturday, Oct 6, is Game Night. It's an opportunity to spend some time with others and have fun, 
beginning at 5 p.m. There are all kinds of games to play or bring your favorite and there are snacks to 
eat too. 
 
<HUMOR LINK> 
   An engineer dies and reports to the Pearly Gates. Saint Peter checks his dossier and not seeing his 
name there, accidentally sends him to Hell. It doesn't take long before the engineer becomes rather 
dissatisfied with the level of comfort in Hell. 
   He soon begins to design and build improvements. Shortly thereafter, Hell has air conditioning, flush 
toilets and escalators. Needless to say, the engineer is a pretty popular guy. 
   One day, God calls Satan and says: "So, how are things in Hell?" 
   Satan replies: "Hey, things are going great. We've got air conditioning, flush toilets, and escalators. And 
there's no telling what this engineer is going to come up with next." 
   "What!" God exclaims: "You've got an engineer? That's a mistake - he should never have been sent to 
Hell. Send him to me." 
   "Not a chance," Satan replies: "I like having an engineer on the staff, and I'm keeping him!" 
   God insists: "Send him back or I'll sue." 
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   Satan laughs uproariously and answers: "Yeah, right. And where are you going to get a lawyer?  
 
<PASTOR EMILY'S LINK> 
Five Things I Learned From Preaching With You This Summer 
   1. Reading the Bible with others is fun. 
   Coming off of a long year of stewardship sermons, it was so refreshing to write sermons with others in 
their own living rooms! So often I think of "devotional time" as me alone with my Bible, but just having 
one other person there to converse with adds so much to the experience. Perhaps I'll start asking to 
read the Bible with folks instead of just visiting. 
   2. Preaching with others is entertaining. 
   Listened to our sermons on our church website after the fact and was pleasantly surprised to discover, 
my attention was there the whole time! 
I'm not an auditory learner, so it was really fun to catch the natural ebb and flow of a conversation 
instead of a typical sermon. I wonder if this was also helpful for others in our church? 
   3. The Bible has so many more facets than can be represented in just one sermon. 
   What I loved about this new approach to preaching was how it brought out different aspects of the 
text, things I wouldn't have encountered had I read it alone trying to write a sermon. Putting myself in 
the place of different characters, figuring out who I wanted to bless, asking questions about what 
resonated with me in the text, all of these things are important to drawing out meaning for today. And 
when two people are doing it together, it only gets richer! 
   4. You all have great stories and ideas. 
   It was so much fun to preach with folks from the congregation. I bet if I did this with everyone, we'd all 
be coming up with incredible stories and wisdom. It's important to remember that while some are less 
nervous to engage in public speaking than others, we all have valuable perspectives and experiences 
worth sharing. The more outlets we can create for that, the richer and more mature our congregation 
will be. 
   5. Doing spiritual practices in community can change lives. 
   I've watched my ministry change over this summer because of the challenge of that last Lectio Divina 
question: "What are you feeling called to change as a result of this reflection?" I've seen myself engage 
more with the community, enter people's homes more often, and be unafraid to look for God in 
unexpected places. Its fun to think back to what I was like at the beginning of the summer, and how 
much bolder I have become since then. 
Practicing our faith sometimes looks like asking hard, concrete questions regularly. And what better way 
to do that than with others 
 
<BIBLE CHALLENGE LINK> 
Who gave his nephew first choice of land? 
Answer: Abraham (Genesis 13:8-9) 
 
<FEATURE LINK> 
SLOW DOWN TO LIVE 
   A few years ago, a group of salesmen went to a regional sales convention in Chicago. They had assured 
their wives that they would be home in plenty of time for Friday night's dinner. 
   In their rush, with tickets and briefcases in hand, moving quickly through the airport terminal, one of 
these salesmen inadvertently kicked over a table which held a display of apples. Apples flew 
everywhere. Without stopping or looking back, they all managed to reach the plane in time for their 
nearly missed boarding. 



   All but one! He paused, took a deep breath, quickly assessed the situation -- and experienced a twinge 
of compassion for the girl whose apple stand had been overturned. He told his buddies to go on without 
him, waved good-bye, told one of them to call his wife when they arrived at their home destination and 
explain his taking a later flight. Then, he returned to the terminal where the apples were still all over the 
terminal floor. 
   The man was glad he did. The 16-year-old girl running the stand, he discovered, was totally blind! She 
was softly crying, tears running down her cheeks in frustration, all the while helplessly groping for her 
spilled produce as the rushing crowd swirled about her, no one stopping and no one caring for her 
plight. 
   No one else, that is. The salesman knelt on the floor with her, gathered up the apples, put them back 
on the table and helped organize her display. 
As he did this, he noticed that many of them had become battered and bruised. These he set aside in 
another basket. 
   When he had finished, he pulled out his wallet and said to the girl, "Here, please take this $40 for the 
damage we did. Are you okay?" She nodded through her tears. "I hope we didn't spoil your day too 
badly," he said. 
   As the salesman started to walk away, the bewildered blind girl called out to him, "Mister..." He 
paused and turned to look back into those blind eyes. She continued, "Are you Jesus?" 
   He stopped in mid-stride, and he wondered, stunned by the words. Then slowly, he made his way to 
catch the later flight with that question burning in his soul: "Are you Jesus?" 
(From http://varietyreading.carlsguides.com/christian-stories/ ) 
    
<CONCLUSION> 
Thank you for the time you spent with LINK. Your comments and suggestions are welcomed. 
 
(Ed. Note: A very special thank you to everyone who helped me though the passing of my mother. I will 
always be grateful to you, my church family. 
God bless you all. -  Larry L. Oatman, editor.) 
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   Lima Mennonite Church is an inclusive Anabaptist congregation. 
   We gladly welcome all those who choose to walk with us in our 
   journey with Christ. 
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