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<WELCOME LINK> 
   It's the first Sunday in June, so here is your Lima Mennonite Link email newsletter. Thanks to all those 
who contributed to this month's LINK. All of those efforts are appreciated. 
 
<BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES LINK> 
June 5 Gracie Zickafoose 
June 12 Jameel Brenneman 
June 19 Nate Daniels 
June 24 Eliana Neufeld Basinger 
June 27 Ann and Paul Conrad 
June 30 Deb and Rus Stauffer 
June 30 Sandra and Carl Liechty  
 
<PROFILE LINK> 
ZEST FOR LIFE 
By Larry L. Oatman 
   Like a number of people, Jameel Brenneman enjoys life with zest and tries to give more than he gets.  
   Jameel is the middle son of Brice and Lydia Brenneman. His name is Arabic for "beautiful," but in the 
masculine form. His birthday is June 12. 
   He was born in St. Marys, Ohio, where he graduated from the high school. Jameel earned a bachelor's 
degree in Broadcasting from Huntington University and his masters in Middle Eastern Studies from the 
University of Michigan. 
   The past year, he was substitute teaching at his St. Marys high school. This summer, he begins a new 
venture, teaching at Christ School, an all-boys school in North Carolina. He will teach Arabic and English, 
in addition to coaching soccer and tennis. He'll also help with live broadcasts of the basketball games. 
Jameel will be living in the dorm as a dorm parent. 
   He has worshiped at Lima Mennonite all his life. He joined because his parents went there, but adds, 
he stayed because he believes in the Mennonite theology and likes the small church family here. 
   Jameel enjoys the Sunday morning worship and adds to the service's music by playing acoustic guitar. 
He also likes Sunday school, challenging sermons and hymns, especially his favorite "Come Thou Fount." 
   His favorite scripture is Colossians 3:12-17, which is somewhat biographic, "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God." 
   Oh, Jameel has fun too, in sports, which he inherited from his father, crossword puzzles, probably from 
his mother, and guitar, his own identity. 
   This summer he grew a beard, not as full as his brother Jonathan's, but just enough difference so 
people won't mistake him with his brother Joseph. 
   He enjoys the folk music of the Avett Brothers and watching reruns of Seinfeld. His favorite movie is 
"The Shawshank Redemption." 
   As to the future, Jameel's goal is to settle down in a community into which he can fully invest his life 
and raise a family there. 
   Some might find it surprising that he shares an ambition with his younger brother, Joseph, to one day 
start a barbecue food truck. And in the month of June, the two brothers are making an eastern United 



States trip to sample barbecue in as many places that they can find. Jameel says he plans to wash it 
down with sweet ice tea. 
   His church family hate to see him leave, but know he is on a personal journey to make things better 
than he found them. 
 
<PROVERBS LINK> 
Wisdom can make your life pleasant and lead you safely through it. 
(Proverbs 3:17) 
 
STEWARDSHIP LINK 
   In Pastor Emily's focus on "stewardship," she made attractive picture frames for each letter of the 
word "stewardship" and placed them on the railing at the front of the church. 
   Some members, who enjoy words and word games, were intrigued with the question of what different 
words could be made using all 11 letters in the word "stewardship." 
   So on Sunday, Apr. 15, the frames were rearranged to spell "SHARPED WITS." Surprisingly many did 
not notice until an announcement was made during the service. 
   Next, on Apr. 22 the frames were changed to read "PAWED SHIRTS." 
And on Apr. 29, they spelled out "WASHED TRIPS." 
   On May 6, it read "ITS HARD PEWS," then the following Sunday, May 
13 it read "WHAT SPIDERS." 
   The frames were changed on May 27 to read "STRIPED WASH," and then finally "WISH DEPARTS" was 
displayed. 
   Here's a list, which were not used, of more rearrangement of the 11 
letters: "HARTS SWIPED, WISHED TRAPS, WHEATS DRIPS, WHISPER TADS and SPARE WIDTHS." 
 
<ATTENDANCE LINK> 
There were 41 of us at church April 29, according to Michelle Thomas, subbing for Deb Stauffer.  
 
<FINANCE LINK> 
Found under George's chair: As of April 30, the budgeted income was 
$31,650.00 compared to actual income of $30,191.94, for a shortfall of $1458.06. Also found under 
George's chair were 11 letters reading "SWIPED TRASH." 
 
<MENNONITE HERITAGE LINK> 
Mennonites often are associated with the Old Order Mennonites and Amish, who still attempt to live 
simply in farming communities without the benefit of electrical power and automobiles. However, most 
Mennonites don't live this way. We make full use of technology and dress like everyone else. You'll find 
vibrant and growing Mennonite congregations everywhere, from small towns and cities to nearly every 
major urban center in North America. New York City alone is home to nearly 20 Mennonite 
congregations. 
 
<TRIVIA LINK> 
The 66 books of the Bible are divided into 1,189 chapters consisting of 
31,102 verses. The Old Testament has 929 chapters, the New Testament 
260 (King James version). 
Share your thought-provoking trivia with others and mailto:OatmanLinks@bright.net with subject: 
"Trivia."  
 

mailto:OatmanLinks@bright.net


<CHILD CARE SPRING PROGRAM 
   There were eight 2018 graduates on May 24 from the Northside Mennonite Child Care. The sanctuary 
was packed as 48 of the most adorable children celebrated their Spring Program. 
   Kids from all four classes performed 17 special numbers to the delight of the adoring audience. 
   The graduates included: Kiersten Contris, Olivia Hattery, Karlie Hoskins, Mason Jackson, Isabelle Pratt, 
Zoey Rader, Ace Shearn, and Elliana Stemen. 
 
<ORDINATION LINK> 
LONG-AWAITED LYDIA BRENNEMAN ORDINATION 
By Pastor Emily Hedrick 
   What a wonderful Sunday of celebration we had on May 13, the long- awaited ordination of our very 
own Lydia Brenneman! The service was a special one for our church including a fuller music team, an 
inspiring sermon from Sarah Thompson, and a time of anointing and laying on of hands for Lydia. 
   When asked what stood out to her most from the service, Lydia mentioned the time of anointing and 
laying on of hands. How powerful to have a community of family and friends surrounding her and 
praying her into her ministry. She told me that she definitely felt different after being ordained on that 
Sunday. "I was on cloud nine!" But that her calling remains a regular part of her life just as it has been. 
What a blessing to be able to support Lydia' calling and journey in ministry as her church.   
 
<SERVICE AVAILABLE ON INTERNET> 
If you are unable to attend church a recording is posted after each Sunday's service at [ 
http://www.limamennonite.org/sermons/ ]. 
 
<GAME NIGHT LINK> 
   Game Night was held on Saturday, June 2. However, due to the commitment of parking cars for the St. 
Gerard Festival, the Trivial Pursuit players postponed their get together to Saturday, June 12 at 5 p.m. 
 
<HUMOR LINK> 
The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good 
ending; and to have the two as close together as possible.   George 
Burns  
 
<PASTOR EMILY'S LINK> 
WHERE TO NOW FROM STEWARDSHIP 
   We have spent the year considering what it means to steward the many things God has given us. Now 
it is time to take the stewardship we've learned and continue to incorporate it into our lives while 
focusing on something else in our worship experiences.  
   This brings me to an important question: what do we do with scripture? 
An easy answer: we read it in our services and then I preach from it. But what if there's more to 
scripture than sermons and using it to make arguments about the "issues of the day?" What if scripture 
could offer us a place to find stories about people who feel the way we do? Sweat the way we do? Long 
for a better world the way we do? 
   And are sermons and scripture readings the only way to experience scripture --- or could we 
experience it in a myriad of other ways? This upcoming year, we are going to explore How to have a 
Love Affair with Scripture. Are there ways to interact with scripture other than study and arguing? Yes! 
And were going to experience them in our worship throughout this next year. Bring your Bibles, your 
feelings, and your passion for good music, poetry, and drama. There's so much more to scripture than 
using it to "be right." I'm looking forward to going on this journey together! 

http://www.limamennonite.org/sermons/


 
<BIBLE CHALLENGE LINK> 
How was Elijah fed at the brook Cherith? 
Answer: By the ravens (1 Kings 17:5-6) 
 
<FEATURE LINK> 
The Cracked Pot 
   A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung on the ends of a pole that he carried across his 
neck. One of the pots had a crack in it, while the other pot was perfect and always delivered a full 
portion of water. 
   At the end of the long walk from the stream to the house, the cracked pot arrived only half full. For a 
full two years this went on daily, with the bearer delivering only one and a half pot full of water to his 
house. 
   Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect for which it was made. But the 
poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection and miserable that it was able to accomplish 
only half of what it had been made to do. 
   After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to the water bearer one day by the 
stream. "I am ashamed of myself, and I want to apologize to you. I have been able to deliver only half 
my load because this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your house. Because 
of my flaws, you have to do all of this work, and you don't get full value from your efforts," the pot said. 
   The bearer said to the pot, "Did you notice that there were flowers on your side of the path but not on 
the other pot's side? That's because I have always known about your flaw, and I planted flower seeds on 
your side of the path. Every day while we walk back, you've watered them. For two years, I have been 
able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the table. Without you being just the way you are, there 
would not be this beauty to grace the house."  
(From http://varietyreading.carlsguides.com/christian-stories/ ) 
 
<CONCLUSION> 
Thank you for the time you spent with LINK. Your comments and suggestions are welcomed. 
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   Lima Mennonite Church is an inclusive Anabaptist congregation. 
   We gladly welcome all those who choose to walk with us in our 
   journey with Christ. 
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