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BIRTHDAYS AND  

ANNIVERSARYS 

5-3 Sherri Wills  

5-8 Bassam Saker 

5-14 Mike Rogers  

5-14 Pat Elkins  

5-18 Jordan Zickafoose  

5-24 Larry Esmonde  

5-25 Linda Allen 

5-27 Jonathan Brenneman  

Mennonite Mission Prayer Request 

For the past four decades, Janie and Neal Blough of Mennonite 

Mission Network have planted Anabaptist seeds through their 

teaching and lecturing from their base at the Paris Mennonite 

Center in France. Pray for good fruit to continue to grow from 

Pastor Emily Hedrick   567-825-0011, email: limamcpastor@gmail.com 

Pastor’s office hours: Wed 10AM-1PM Church  Sabbath: Monday 

1318 N Main St  Lima OH 45801   Church 419-222-2120 

Email: limamc1318@gmail.com  Web: www.limamennonite.org  

Sunday School 9:30 am · Worship 10:30 am · Spanish service 4:00 pm 

Speaker: Lydia Brenneman Music: Joyce Daniels and Jon Zickafoose 

Worship Leader:   Next Week:  

Offering Last Week - Sunday School 6.00 - Regular church 1700..00 - Bob Wallace Memorial 

25.00   -    Total $1,731.00 

 

 

CALENDAR 

Today  Earth Day Sunday Picnic lunch/bulb planting 

 Brazo en Brazo church service 4pm 

Thu Apr 26 Parenting class LMC @ 6 pm 

Thu May 3 Parenting class LMC @ 6 pm 

Thu May 10 Parenting class LMC @ 6 pm 

Thu May 17 Parenting class LMC @ 6 pm 

Sat May 19 Church Work Day 

  

 

 

 

Mission Commission 

Brice Brenneman  

Nate Daniels  

Emilie Hamman  

Leah Blevins  

 

Worship Committee 

Eric Basinger 

Joyce Daniels 



WELCOME TO WELCOME TO   

LIMA MENNONITE CHURCHLIMA MENNONITE CHURCH  
Pastor Emily Hedrick                                             April 22 2018 

Pastor contact info:  567-825-0011      limamcpastor@gmail.com 

 
Prelude 

 

Announcements 

 

Celebrating the Goodness of Creation 

 
Call to Worship 

For the life that was in the beginning 
thanks be to you, O God. 

For the life that is now and will always be 
thanks be to you. 

 

For those who have gone before us 

and for the people of every nation, 

for the vitality of children 

And all of earth’s life forms still to be born 
thanks be to you. 

 

In this great river of life 

that flows behind us and before us 

let us know that we are carried by you. 

 

In this great river of life 

that flows around us and through us 
let us know that we carry you 

and can reverence you in all that has life. 
*John Philip Newell,  Sounds of the Eternal : A Celtic Psalter  (Material Media: San Antonio), 65. 

 

Singing 
For the beauty of the earth HWB 89 

Morning has broken HWB 648 

 

Some so small you can barely see them, 

But they are there, floating on the breeze, falling from the trees, 

just waiting to be buried so they can burst forth and grow. 

We realize today that these seeds are a gift, 

A second chance for life, for love, for humanity. 

So we hold them gently as we hold our hopes, 

Hope that we can grow to be nurturers and not neglecters 

Hope that it is not too late for the earth or for us 

Hope that comes from our faith in you, 

A God who with the tiniest of seeds 

Can transform the most barren wasteland 

Into a garden flourishing with new life. 

 

May these seeds we hold today, know the warm embrace of the 

earth, the soft kiss of the rain, and the welcoming gaze of the 

sun. May they leave our hands in love, to bring life and hope to 

our aching earth. 

 

Amen 

 
Responding to God’s Call 

 
Planting Ritual  

Songs 

Touch the Earth Lightly - sung to the tune of morning has broken 

 

Touch the earth lightly 

use the earth gently, 

nourish the life of the world in our care: 

gift of great wonder 

        ours to surrender, 

trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 

 

We who endangered  

who create hunger, 

agents of death for 

all creatures that live, 

we who would foster 

clouds of disaster-- 



God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

Let there be greening, 

birth from the burning, 

water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

health in God's garden, 

hope in God's children, 

regeneration that peace will complete. 

God of all living, 

God of all loving, 

God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 

teach us, deflect us, 

Christ reconnect us, 

using us gently, and making us one. 

 

New Earth, Heavens New HWB 299  

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Sending Song   

You shall go out with joy HWB 427  

 

Benediction 
 

God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

Let there be greening, 

birth from the burning, 

water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

health in God's garden, 

hope in God's children, 

regeneration that peace will complete. 

God of all living, 

God of all loving, 

God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 

teach us, deflect us, 

Christ reconnect us, 

using us gently, and making us one. 

 

New Earth, Heavens New HWB 299  

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Sending Song   

You shall go out with joy HWB 427  

 

Benediction 
 



Passing the Peace 

Leader; The peace of the Lord be always with you 
Congregation: and also with you 

You are encouraged to greet one another  

with the peace of Christ 

 
 

Offering  

 

Sharing Joys of Creation 

All are invited to share a part of creation they are thankful for, or 

a memory of a time they felt particularly connected to nature. 
 

Prayer 

In the rising of the sun and its setting, 

in the whiteness of the moon and its seasons, 

in the infinity of space and its shining stars you are God and we 

bless you. 

May we know the harmony of heaven in the relationships of earth 

and may we know the expanse of its mystery within us. Amen 
*John Philip Newell, Celtic Treasure: Daily Scripture and Prayer, 2005 

 

Singing 

This is my Mother’s world HWB 154  

 
Confessing    

 

Special Reading   

 

Scripture reading - Hosea 4:1-3 

 
Confession - 

Spirit of Life, Incarnate Christ, Mother of us all   

In love you labored to bring forth the earth. 

From the moment you first conceived it, 

you knew of the goodness of creation; 

A world of beauty and mystery 

Where all living things thrive 

in close knit dependence on one another 

Where the life of one touches the lives of many 

And growth is sustained by love and careful nurture. 

 

We come to you, knowing that for too long 

we have neglected the natural world. 
Cutting ourselves off from the rhythms of nature, 

We have used the earth to further our own selfish purposes. 

Instead of nurturing life, we brought death 

As the Earth cries out under the weight of abuse. 

 

We realize now that the Earth was never ours to plunder, 
She is and always has been part of us, part of you, 

for we were formed from her dust and made in your image 
Connection to creation is who we are and who we were meant 

to be. 

 

Words of Assurance 

People of God, made of earth and the Spirit’s breath, 

We are not as distant from Creation as we act 

We are not as disconnected from the earth as we feel 

If we turn to God’s creation , we will hear God’s voice within 

If we listen to God’s handiwork around us, 

We will learn again how to love and cherish this blessing 

 
Listening for God’s Call 

 

Listening to Creation - Emily   

with Silence my soul these trees are prayers STS 97 

  

Scripture- Romans 8:18-25 

 

Spoken Word - Emily 

 

Singing - HWB #614 In the bulb there is a flower 

 
Prayer of Blessing for the Bulbs/Seeds 

God of New Beginnings, 

In your wisdom, you filled the Earth with seeds. 

With billions of tiny bundles of life, 


